PARALLEL   OR STRAIGHT-LINE MOTIONS.
45
The curve described by A might approximate a circular arc whose center could be located, say, at O, Fig. 30.    Then the
curved slot might be replaced by a link attached to d and c by turning pairs at O and A. This gives B approximately the required motion. This is the mechanism of the Thompson Steam-engine Indicator.
If, while the point B is caused to move in the required straight line, a point in 5, as P, Fig. 29, were chosen, it would be found
FIG. 31.
to describe a curve which would approximate a circular arc, whose center, O, and radius, =r, could be found.   Let the link